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Juice for the lights of India

Krishnan firm

By Richard Lee
STAFF WRITER
Enough electricity for
the homes and businesses of
India is the mission of one
Stamford consulting firm
that fucuses on the power
and energy industry.
Staml‘ord based Krish-
n & Associates, led by
Principal Consultant Ravi
ishnan, a native of Mum-
bai, India, is playing a major
Tole in creating an electric-
ity generation grid to meet

plays part in power projects

the cmmtry s n‘sing mdus~ the Indian fossll fuel-fired

trial demands. power
csmly released a detmled "The Indian government
study on emerging trends has embarked o ag-

the Indian power genera- gressive plan to T
tion industry, analyzing the power generation capacity,
current state and future of See KRISHNAN on C2

John Evans, a manager of business development for Krishnan
& Assaciates, left, and the principal of Krishnan Associates,
Ravi Krishnan, stand in the conference room of the office in

Stamford. The firm specializes in “innovative solutions for
power industry,” according to Krishnan.
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Krishnan provides juice for the lights of India

Continued from C1
according to Krishnan, There
is a rapidly growing need for
reliable power in the vast
rural areas of the country,
where the public policy goal
is increasing the average
household income, he said.
India has four times the
population of the United
States but one-fifth of the
Rowres gatarstion bapaclty
ere’s obviously a lot of
CatLhmg up to do. For mar-
ket suppliers, there is where
the future is,” Krishnan said,
adding that during peak-de-
‘mand periods there is a need
for 20 percent more electrical
power than currently provid-
ed

Like other Indian busi-
nesses, Krishnan's staff atits
office in Navi Mumbai have
become accustomed to the
periodic power shortages,
making use of a battery and
astationary diesel generator.

“The government of India,
through its Power Commis-
sion, has planned to increase
capacity through a five-year
plan. This is a great oppor-
tunity for power equipment
suppliers and people who
want to leverage their ex-
pertise in this market,” said
Krishnan, who previously

was executive vice president

and chief oprating offcer of
JM Corp., a global provi

of environmental fecknolo-

gies for utility and industrial

boilers.

India is working to bring
200,000 megawatts online in
the next 12 years, but its na-
tive coal used in the interior
of the country produces high
levels of ash and has a lower
heating value, Krishnan said.
Its generating plants have
access to Indonesian coal,
which burns cleaner than
the Indian variety.

The Indian government
is implementing stricter
air pollution standards, but

there is room for improve-
ment, Krishnan

“We think it may not be
enough. We're educating
the Indian government and
power developers” about
building facilities that can be

=

tal controls, he said.

Besides providing consult-
ing advice to the power and
energy industry, Krishnan’s
firm also places personnel
at Indian power plants and
projects.

“We're sending Ameri-
cans to India to run large
power projects. This is a very

Cooling towers stand at the NTPC Ltd. power station in Dadri, India,
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rier this
& Associates of Stamford is working with the Indian industry to increase power capacity and the

capabiliies of its personnel.

specialized skill set,” he said, ~country’s industry. His firm
adding there aren’t enough _has placed more than adozen
Indians with supervisory American power and energy
and vocational skills in the ~professionals in India, Krish-
nan said. Many of them have
Indian roots and work on
two- to three-year contracts.

The energy infrastruc-
ture side also is complex.
While Indian companies,
often through joint ven-
tures, manufacture compo-
nents for the power and en-
ergy industry, Chinese and
‘Western manufacturers vie
for Indian power construc-
tion contracts.

“The Chinese are very
active in India supplying
equipment. Chinese equip-
ment is 30 percent less ex-
pensive than Western equip-

ered more
he said. “Western

equipment has traditional-
ly been more reliable. There
are customers in India that
value that, even if it is more
expensive. The Chinese have
been good at mass manufac-
turing, but when it comes to
customer design they fall be-
hind.”

Krishnan founded his firm
in 2005, timed to take advan-
tage of the e India’s

I

an opportunity to sell their
products and services.

the same time, Indian-
based companies, fueled by
an expansion in the nation’s
power generation capacity,
are gearing up to become
players in the global mar-

Ketplace, said Thomas Abra-
ham, founder of the Global
Organization for People of
Indian Origin, and president
of Innovative Research &
Products, a Stamford devel-
oper and marketer of indus-
try research reports.

“There is a big need for
power generation in India.
There are a lot of opportu-
nities for people of Indian
origin because they have
a network in India. There
are a number of companies
in Stamford that are doing
business in India,” said
Abraham, a native of Kera-
Is, Inia, adding that tHoso
contacts can result in Indi-

btk e e
opportunities in Stamford.

As India's energy capac-

powering them to become
participants in the inter-
national marketplace, said
Abraham, who joined other
Stamford business owners
of Indian heritage recently
in a meeting with Stamford
Mayor Michael Pavia to dis-
cuss business connections
between India and the city.

Indian companies will in-
creasingly see opportunities
in the United States, he said,
as they grow within their
‘home country.

Krishnan & Associates is
filling a void as more Indi-
ans who have been living in
the U.S. and expatriates tray-
el to India to fill positions in
the power and energy indus-
try, and other key business-
es, said Raj Mahale, a part-
ner in the international cor-
porate practice at the Stam-
ford law office of Fox Roth-

child.

“There is a huge need. I
think they’re serving an i
teresting niche model,” he
said. “Niche-focused adviso-
ry services are popping up
all over.”




